
accreditation news 1accreditation news 4

September 2006

the newsletter for private landlords 
in the Bury area, produced by the 
Bury Landlord Accreditation Scheme

Babette Howard
Accreditation Co-ordinator
Manchester Methodist Housing Association
PO Box 113 
Radcliffe
Manchester M26 2WD

Tel: 0161 723 6448
Email:  babette.howard@greatplaces.org.uk 

Colin Hamer
Urban Renewal Officer 
Housing Standards Team, Environmental Services
Bury Metropolitan Borough Council
Textile Hall
Manchester Road, Bury BL9 0DG

Tel: 0161 253 5075
Email: c.hamer@bury.gov.uk
Website: www.bury.gov.uk

If you need any advice
or information, we’re
only a stamp, click or
call away!

Get in touch:

Could you and your tenants
benefit from a £5000 grant?

Dates for your diary...

If you’re a landlord with properties in the
Pimhole or Mosses areas of east Bury you
could benefit from a grant of up to £5000 to
improve your property.

Accreditation Grants are currently available
to BLAS members with properties in Pimhole/
Mosses and cover a variety of items including
replacement uPVC doors and windows,
energy efficient central heating boilers, hard-
wired smoke detection systems, boundary
treatment, pointing and rendering and
security lighting.

The grants, which are administered through
Bury MBC’s Home Improvement Team, are
non-means tested and landlords can chose
from a combination of works from a menu to
the value of £5,000. In order to qualify, the
landlord must be a scheme member and the
property accredited, meeting the standards
set out in our Code. 

Ms Bradburn, a landlady with a property in
Pimhole has recently taken full advantage
of this offer and is having a new gas
central heating boiler and complete
replacement windows and doors fitted at
no extra cost to her. 

Commenting on the scheme she said,
“Joining the Accreditation Scheme has made
a big difference to me as a landlord and I’m
really delighted with the Accreditation
Grants. Not only do the improvements
increase the value of my property, but my
tenants will also benefit from a warmer,
nicer home.”

If you’re not already a member of the
accreditation scheme and you rent out
homes in Pimhole or Mosses, contact Babette
Howard on 0161 723 6448 to find out how
you can join the scheme and take advantage
of this offer to upgrade your properties.

In the last edition of Accreditation News you
may have read that the Bury Family Bond
project was launched to help homeless
families access private rented
accommodation in Bury. This was a
partnership project between The Bond Board
Ltd, Bury Landlord Accreditation Scheme and
Bury MBC. 

Since the launch we have already helped
to house four families into the private

rented sector, and have received a number
of calls from landlords who are interested
in the scheme. We are very grateful for all
your calls and are currently looking to
utilise these links to help house more
families in Bury. Remember, all new
families will be subject to signing to the
Accredited Tenants Scheme and assistance
is granted to landlords to establish a
tenancy history and references for any
potential family.

The Bond Board are offering a choice of
incentives for new landlords letting to
tenants and accepting a Bond Guarantee and
these incentives are extended to landlords
letting on the Bury Family Bond Project. 

If you have a suitable family property that
you are looking  to let and want to make a
difference to housing a homeless family,
please contact The Bond Board on 0161 761
6166.

Homeless families initiative  update

4 November 2006
(provisional)
North West Regional Landlord Event to be
held at the Ramada Jarvis Hotel Bolton.

This is a free event for all North West
property investors and will include numerous
trade exhibitors who specialise in landlord
services and products. There are also
seminars on topics such as avoiding bad
tenants and possession proceedings, buy-to-
let mortgages and raising finance, taxation,
licensing and the Housing Health & Safety
Rating System and dealing with antisocial
behaviour. The event is currently being
finalised and you will receive a more
detailed invitation nearer the time, so pencil
it in your diaries.

15 November 2006
Following the successful landlord training day
in May this year, we will be running the event
again by popular demand.  It will take place at
the Radcliffe Civic Suite, Thomas Street,
Radcliffe from 9.00 am to 3.30 pm.

For those of you who missed out last time,
the one day course – Creating, Managing
and Ending a Tenancy - is provided for us by
the Residential Landlords Association (RLA)
and gives a practical and comprehensive
guide to the legal aspects of tenancy
management. 

The course includes information about
tenancy types, notices, possession
proceedings, harassment and damages.
Whether you’re an experienced landlord or a
newcomer to the private rented sector, this
essential training will give you the tools to
make sure that you run your business
properly and don’t fall foul of landlord and
tenant law which, for many, can be
complicated and confusing.

The cost for the day is £70 for BLAS and RLA
members, and £90 for non-members.
Included in the price is a full course pack, a
certificate of attendance and all
refreshments during the day. 

To book contact Babette Howard on 0161
723 6448, but hurry as places will be
reserved on a first come first served basis.
Radcliffe Civic Suite is easily accessible by
car (free parking) and Metrolink.

13 December 2006
Next meeting of Bury Private Landlord
Forum. Contact us with any ideas for agenda
items.

Put a smile on your tenant’s face:
Accreditation Grants can be put

towards home improvements such
as new doors and window

Delegates at our landlords’ 
training day earlier this year

In the last edition of Accreditation News, we
ran an article on the new tenancy deposit
legislation which was due to come into force
in October this year. 

The Tenancy Deposit Scheme or TDS will
mean that all deposits paid by tenants will
go to a national holding body that holds the
deposits on behalf of both parties. 

This scheme has now been put on hold, with
a new implementation date likely to be 1st
April 2007. The delay has been due largely to
the tendering process for the approved
holding bodies and also ongoing
consultation with landlord associations and
lettings associations about how the scheme
will work in practice. Rest assured, we will
continue to keep you informed of how and

when the TDS will be implemented in future
editions and at the Landlord Forum.

If in the meanwhile you have concerns or
questions about the TDS, you can telephone
the Government’s Tenancy Deposit
Protection Team on 0207 944 4400 or email
tenancy.deposits@communities.gsi.gov.uk or
visit www.communities.gov.uk.

Tenancy Deposit Scheme on hold
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As a landlord you have a responsibility to
keep any land or properties that you own
clear of vermin and rubbish and in a
condition which is not prejudicial to the
health of your tenants and their neighbours.
As a business person you also have a ‘duty of
care’ to properly dispose of any rubbish from
the properties you own just like any other
commercial enterprise. You should also have
an agreement with your tenants to keep the
property in a clean condition.

Councils have powers under the
Environmental Protection Act 1990 and
more recently the Clean Neighbourhoods and
Environment Act 2005 to enforce
environmental law as far as landlord/tenant
responsibilities are concerned. Enforcement
may be in the form of a statutory notice
requiring you to take action, default work by
the council for which you will be charged,
fixed penalty notices for waste left out, or
more seriously, cautions and prosecutions.

In Bury 15 businesses were prosecuted for
waste offences last year.

What we would like landlords to do
� ensure the properties are clear of

rubbish before starting new lettings
� monitor any building work, check that

contractors are registered waste

carriers and remove their waste
promptly

� ensure skips are not left for long
periods as this encourages over filling
by others

� advise tenants about the correct refuse
collection scheme in their area –
recycling, not over filling bins,
collection days etc

� advise new tenants about Bury
Council’s free bulky items collection
service –appointments can be made
with the Cleansing department on
0161 253 5353

� regularly check your properties to
ensure tenants are managing their
waste properly and using the bins

� do not leave any waste in the back
street as this encourages more tipping
and arson

Tenants and householders also have a Duty
of Care to ensure that any waste generated
is placed in the correct receptacle. Excess
waste including furniture, white goods, and
household rubbish must be disposed of
properly: i.e. taken to waste transfer station
or given to a registered waste carrier - not
kept in rear yard/garden. Rubbish must not
be placed in the back street without prior
arrangement with the bulky waste service.
Any breech of the law will result in Bury

MBC considering taking legal action against
anyone, be they landlord or tenant who fail
to keep within the requirements of the law.

Fly tipping - the illegal deposition of waste -
carries a penalty of a maximum fine of up to
£50,000 and/or a prison sentence of up to 5
years. Further information on waste
management is available from Environmental
Services 0161 253 5566

Landlords & waste management:
What you need to know...

Landlord safety
certificates
from only £33
If you need a new Gas Safety Certificate
or an Electrical Safety Report from a
suitably qualified, reliable tradesman
read on…

We are pleased to announce that City
Response Limited (see advert below) is
able to offer Landlord Safety
Certificates at preferential rates to all
BLAS members for properties registered
with the scheme. 

The company is a property maintenance
specialist registered with NICEIC, CORGI
and a member of the Institute of
Plumbing. They have been trading since
2002 under the umbrella of their parent
company, a well known Housing
Association. Operated by a large and
experienced team, they are committed
to providing an excellent standard of
repair and maintenance as well as first
class customer service. 

The negotiated rates are as follows and
will be guaranteed for 12 months:

Landlord Gas Safety Certificate 
£33+VAT 
This includes a report and inspection of
up to three appliances

Fixed Wiring Short Report 
(Visual NICEIC) 
£45+VAT 
This includes a two page report on a
visual and functional inspection of the
electrical installation of up to five
circuits.

Periodic Electrical Inspection Report
£73+VAT 
This is an in depth inspection of
electrical installations and a full report
including recommendations for remedial
work.

If you are interested in finding out more
about this offer, contact Babette
Howard on 0161 723 6448 or email
babette.howard@greatplaces.org.uk. 

Get it while it’s hot

The Bond Board are currently offering a
range of free incentives available to
landlords who use the Bond guarantee.
This is a limited offer as only a certain
number of incentives packages are
available. 

FFoorr  eevveerryy  nneeww  llaannddlloorrdd  wwhhoo  aacccceeppttss  tthhee
BBoonndd  gguuaarraanntteeee  iinn  ppllaaccee  ooff  aa  ccaasshh  ddeeppoossiitt,,
TThhee  BBoonndd  BBooaarrdd  aarree  ooffffeerriinngg::
A welcome pack including:
A Good Management & Practice Guide
Free Tenancy Agreement
£15 B & Q Decorating Voucher

IIff  tthhee  llaannddlloorrdd  aacccceeppttss  aa  sseeccoonndd  bboonndd
gguuaarraanntteeee  wwhhiillsstt  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  tteennaanntt  iiss  iinn  tthhee
pprrooppeerrttyy,,  TThhee  BBoonndd  BBooaarrdd  wwiillll  pprroovviiddee::
A £25 B&Q Voucher
A carbon monoxide detector

FFiinnaallllyy,,  iiff  tthhee  llaannddlloorrdd  aacccceeppttss  aa  tthhiirrdd
tteennaanntt  uussiinngg  tthhee  bboonndd  gguuaarraanntteeee  sscchheemmee,,
tthheenn  tthheerree  iiss  aa  cchhooiiccee  bbeettwweeeenn  eeiitthheerr::
One years subscription paid to the North
West Landlords Association (worth £85)
or one years subscription paid to
Homecall +, an emergency repairs service
(worth £95)

These offers provide landlords with a real
reward for making a difference to tenants,
and with changes afoot to change the
way cash deposits are handled, we feel
this is yet another good reason to consider
using The Bond Board when letting. For
more information on any of the incentives
please contact a Pre Tenancy Worker at
The Bond Board on 0161 761 6166.

Benefit from Bond Board incentives

Not many people know that applying for a
grant now while the weather is still warm
could mean that your tenant’s home is nice
and cosy ready for the cold winter months.

Warm Front, managed by Eaga Partnership,
is a government funded grant of up to
£2700 that can provide energy efficiency
improvements such as draught proofing, loft
and cavity wall insulation and installation
and replacement or repairs to central
heating.

Your tenant may qualify for a grant if they
receive an income related or disability
related benefit, have a child under 16 or are
pregnant and hold a MAT B1 certificate, or
are aged over 60 or have a disability or long
term illness. For more details about
qualifying for the grant contact Gwyn
McCarthy, Energy Officer at the Bury Metro
Energy Show House on 0161 253 6366. 

Warm Front has already helped thousands of
people to improve the comfort of their
homes and reduce fuel bills. Encourage your
tenants to apply now to avoid the autumn

rush and be prepared for what could be
another very cold winter.

As well as grants, Eaga can offer tenants a
benefit ‘health check’ to make sure that they
are claiming the right benefits and
maximising their income.  

You can also contact the Show House if you
would like information about how to improve
the thermal comfort of the properties you
rent out or if you have concerns about your
tenants’ ability to pay for fuel. 

Don’t forget, landlords who pay income tax
can claim a deduction against profits (the
Landlord’s Energy Saving Allowance) for
expenditure to install loft insulation or
cavity wall insulation in houses they let. The
maximum amount that you can claim is

£1,500 per building.

cityresponselimited
Unit 3d Broadgate, Oldham Broadway

Business Park, Chadderton, 
Oldham, OL9 9XA

Tel: 0161 947 3550  
Fax: 0161 947 3551

Winter is on its way: will your 
properties be warm and energy 
efficient when the cold weather arrives?




